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Report Raised

Forest's Vogue

. Few Visited Bristlecone Stand Before
~ Trees Were Labeled Oldest Living Things

By CARLE HODGE
Dick Wilson, who is a forest ranger and not a re-
searcher, recalled yesterday how a scientific report changed
his life.
Wilson, a stocky, outgoing man, is district ranger for
a high, dry swath of the White Mountains in extreme
eastern California. | e ey

His district has never been | | : ; .
the same since Dr. Edmund| : '
Schulman, a University of
Arizona tree-ring researcher, |,
published his findings on the
area in 1956.

“Dendroclimatic Changes in
Semiarid America” was as
technical as the title sounds.
It was crammed with charts
and complex computations.

But in it Schulman, who
died two years later, reported |
that the bristlecone pines of ||
the White Mountains appar-
|ently are the world’s oldest |
.Iliving things, ‘

Schulman said his study of
|a core (out of more than 500)
(taken from one specimen
| there showed it to be about
| 4,600 years old.

His discovery had an elec-
itrifying effect on scientists |
'everywhere. And for Wilson
'and other forest service men | : :
‘on the scene the news brought pagsile, has now been im-

proved and its steeper grades

dramatic changes. ;
“I don’t imagine much more | bypassed. As a result, Wil- |

than a couple of cars a week son expects “nearly 5,000”
went up into that area be- | yisitors this summer.

fore Schulman’s announce- |

ment,” the forester said. “In| He visualizes the time, per-
1958 it had 1,500 visitors.” haps in the next few years,

Last year there were 3,000, When so many people drive
despite the fact that road re- | up to see the prehistoric pines
pairs blocked the way during|thal a paved road will be
much of the SI:Immer, the On]y necessary, and perhaps a mu-
season at which the best m’|seum
the bristlecones can be seen.|~" " .
The ancient trees grow at ele-| . “As the number of visitors
vations between 8,500 and|increases, so will our protec-
12,000 feet. tion,” the ranger said. When

The road, once almost im- the age of the trees first be-
‘ came known, souvenir hunt-

DICK WILSON

| €18 hacked at them; and pro-
| fessional sellers of interesting
| wood carted away bristlecone
by the truckload.

| Wilson spent the past week
'here on his first visit to the
| university’s Tree-Ring Labo-
ratory. “I wanted to see the
lab,” he said, “and tie in a

lllittle closer what all of us
ara Aaie~ !




area 1n 1904,
“Dendroclimatic Changes in
Semiarid America” was as
technical as the title sounds.
It was crammed with charts
and complex computations.
But in it Schulman, who

died two years later, reported |

that the bristlecone pines of
the White Mountains appar-
|ently are the world’s oldest
| living things.

Schulman said his study of
a core (out of more than 500)
‘taken from one specimen
| there showed it to be about
14,600 years old.

His discovery had an elec-

'trifying effect on scientists
everywhere. And for Wilson
and other forest service men
' on the scene the news brought
dramatic changes.

“I don’t imagine much more
than a couple of cars a week
went up into that area be-
fore Schulman’s announce-

ment,” the forester said. “In |

1958 it had 1,500 visitors.”

Last year there were 3,000,
despite the fact that road re-

pairs blocked the way during |

much of the summer, the only
season at which the best of

the bristlecones can be seen. |

The ancient trees grow at ele-
vations between 8,500 and
12,000 feet.

The road, once almost im-
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passible, has now been im-
proved and its steeper grades
bypassed. As a result, Wil-
son expects “nearly 5,000”
visitors this summer.

He visualizes the time, per-
haps in the next few years,
when so many people drive
up to see the prehistoric pines
that a paved road will be
necessary, and perhaps a mu-
seum.

“As the number of visitors
increases, so will our protec-
tion,” the ranger said. When
the age of the trees first be-
~eame known, souvenir hunt-
| ers hacked at them, and pro-
| fessional sellers of interesting
| wood carted away bristlecone
by the truckload.

Wilson spent the past week
here on his first visit to the
university’s Tree-Ring Labo-
ratory. “I wanted to see the
lab,” he said, “and tie in a
little closer what all of us
are doing.”

One thing he and the UA
people have done is prepare
“self-guiding trails,” with
markers, through the bristle-
cones. A UA team, including
Dr. C. W. Ferguson, who
helped with the Schulman
studies, has recently resumed
the project.
| They hope they may find,
among other things, even
older trees there. Wilson,
who was with Schulman when
the 4,600-year-old pine was
found, remembered that as
early as 1950 forest service
scientists had declared the
trees were very old.

Preliminary investigations
then indicated that one tree
was 4,000 years old. “That’s
the sort of thing that could
make you real proud,” Wilson
said. “The only trouble was,
that particular tree turned out
to be only 1,500 years old.*
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