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LOCATION OF THE POTENTIAL VENUE: Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre    

 

1) Who would be organizing the Conference?  

WorldDendro 2014 would be organised by representatives from Monash University, Melbourne. 

A Conference Chair will be appointed and will oversee the following Committees:  

- Local Organising Committee 

- Scientific Committee  

A Professional Conference Organiser (PCO) will be appointed to assist with Conference 

registration, pre and post touring, partner programs, accommodation block bookings and  

transportation.  

 

2) What institutional support is there for the Conference?  

WorldDendro 2014 Melbourne has the support from the following organisations:  

- Monash University  

- Australian National University  

- Melbourne Convention + Visitors Bureau (MCVB) 

- Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre (MCEC) 

Financial support to the sum of AUD$30,000 / EURû20,600 has been provided by MCVB and 

MCEC to help fund 5 student scholarships, keynote speaker, promotional material to assist in 

marketing the conference, and to contribute towards a Welcome Cocktail Reception.  

 

3) What facilities are available?  

Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre ( MCEC) is the World's First '6 Star Green Star' 

Environmentally Rated Convention Centre, located on the banks of the Yarra River at South 

Wharf. The MCEC is surrounded by an abundance of hotels, restaurants and shopping 

precincts and is home to 32 Meeting Rooms, Plenary Auditoriums and Banquet Rooms. 

The MCEC provide s a range of sophisticated audio -visual and technical convention 

facilities that not only meet, but surpass, worldõs best practice. The latest audio visual, 

communications and information technology is already pre-installed  saving organisers hire 

time costs and labour charges. The various technologies have been researched and sourced to 

provide the best and most up -to-date equipment that will meet client needs now and well 

into the future. With these new services, the MCEC c an provide clients with cutting edge 

technology in data, voice and audio services.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hotel No. of 

Rooms

Distance from 

MCEC

Hilton Melbourne South 

Wharf (5*)

396 Adjoined

Crown Promenade (4.5*) 465 400m

Crown Metropol (5*) 482 100m

Crown Towers (5*) 658 500m

Crowne Plaza (4.5*) 383 200m

Holiday Inn on Flinders

(4*)

200 300m
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4) Is the Conference location walking distance from the available lodging?  

A large majority of Melbourneõs accommodation is close to the Melbourne Convention and 

Exhibition Centre (MCEC) and below is a summary of the number of rooms within the City of 

Melbourne in relation to the MCEC:  

 

Under 1km from MCEC Between 1 to 2 km  Over 2 km from MCEC 

Rooms Rooms Rooms 

3,331 9,269 2,990 

 

 

Suggested Headquarter Hotels  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
Hotel Name 

 
Star  Rat ing 

 
Indicat ive  

Rate 2014 -  
AUD$ 

 
Indicat ive Rate 

2014 -  
EURO û 

 
Crown Towers 

 
5 Star 

 
$320 

 
û217 

 
Crown Metropol 

 
5 Star 

 
$290 

 
û197 

 
Hilton Melbourne South Wharf  

 
5 Star 

 
$295 

 
û200 

 
Crown Promenade Hotel 

 
4.5 Star 

 
$255 

 

 
û173 

 
Crowne Plaza Melbourne 
 

 
4 Star 

 
$260-$290/  
$280-$310 

 

 
û176-û197 
û190-û210 

 
Holiday Inn on Flinders 

 
4 Star 

 
$240 - $260 

 
û163-û177 

 
Oaks on Collins/ Oaks on Market  

 
4 Star 

 
$215/ $229 

 
û146/ û155 

 
Hotel Enterprize 
 

 
3 Star 

 
$100 -  $150 

 
û68 - û102 
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5) What attractions (such as restaurants and pubs) are walking distance 

around the lodging and Conference location?  

 

The MCEC is located on the banks of the Yarra River at South Wharf, a vibrant river -side 

district in the heart of the City Centre , surrounded by hotels, public transport and 

restaurants. Its central Melbourne location means bustling business, shopping and 

entertainment districts are just a short stroll for delegates.  

 

The MCEC is part of a AUD$1.4 billion development in the heart of Melbourne at South 

Wharf and includes:  

a. A five-star 396 room Hilton Hotel  

b.  A maritime precinct  

c.  A riverfront retail promenade, in cluding cafés, bookstores and tourism retail  

d.  A bridge across the Yarra River linking two significant sectors of Melbourne ð the new 

South Wharf precinct to the Docklands area.  

 

6) What is the average cost of lodging in Euros?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Departure t o 

Melbourne From 
Airl ine Euro USD AUD 

Auckland Pacif ic Blue û176 $242 $269 

Bangkok Malaysia Airlines  û699 $963 $1,069 

Beij ing Qantas û822 $1,132 $1,256 

Dubai Malaysia Airlines û771 $1,062 $1,178 

Frankf urt  Qantas û1,153 $1,588 $1,762 

Hong Kong Phil ippine Airl ines û722 $994 $1,103 

Johannesburg South African Airways û974 $1,341 $1,488 

Kuala Lumpur AirAsia û312 $430 $477 

London Et ihad û1,046 $1,440 $1,598 

Los Angeles V Australia û898 $1,238 $1,373 

New York Qantas û1,458 $2,008 $2,228 

Rome Qantas û1,308 $1,801 $1,998 

Paris Bri t ish Airways û1,150 $1,585 $1,758 

San Francisco Qantas û1,226 $1,688 $1,873 

Singapore Garuda û725 $999 $1,108 

Shanghai Qantas û816 $1,124 $1,247 

Taipei Malaysia Airlines û544 $755 $838 

Tokyo Thai Airways û1,045 $1,439 $1,597 

Toronto Cathay Pacif ic û1,519 $2,092 $2,321 

Vancouver Cathay Pacif ic û1,297 $1,786 $1,982 
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7) How long would it take and how much would it cost to travel to your 

Conference facility?   

V Melbourne Airportõs curfewðfree, 24ðhour operation gives you flexible scheduling options.  

V Easy transfers ð single international and domestic terminal p recinct. Best minimum 

connection time of any major airport in Australia.  

V Melbourne is the lowðcost airline hub of Australia with more airlines choosing Melbourne as 

their Australian base.  

 

The following table lists approximate costs to Melbourne from a variety of destination cities.  
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International Travel Time:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

8) How many people can the venue host?  

The MCEC has 32 meeting rooms plus a Plenary auditorium catering for groups from 10 

delegates to 5,500 delegates.  

 

All rooms have pre-installed audioðvisual equipment saving you time, money and labour costs.  

 

9) What would you need to ask for a registration  fee to cover Conference 

costs? 

The Local Organising Committee would work with the Professional Conference Organiser to 

develop a budget with the intention of keeping the registration fees similar to past 

WorldDendro Conferences. 

 

Based on quoted costs for the venue and catering and estimated costs for professional 

conference organiser, we expect the approximate registration fee to be between AUD$600 ð 

AUD$750 (Euroû408 - û510) per delegate. 
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10)  What potential in -conference fieldtrips would be available?  

Melbourne is famous for its many and varied shopping experiences including outdoor 
markets, international boutiques, and local designers in historic laneways.  

 

Melbourne hosts some of Australiaõs most prestigious events, and during April Conference 

Delegates will be able to take part in various activities in conjunction with the Melbourne 

International Comedy Festival, Melbourne International Jazz Festival and the Melbourne 

International Flower and Garden Show. I n addition, Melbourne is one of the great sporting 

cities of the world. In April there are live matches of Australian Rules Football, soccer, and 

rugby at venues near to the Melbourne Convention Centre. There is also the possibility of 

field trips for spou ses and partners to go wine-tasting in the Yarra Valley, cruise the Yarra 

River, and visit the Werribee Zoo.  

 

 

 

 

 

11)   What post -conference fieldtrips would be available?  

Potential post ðconference field trips for delegates include (but are not limited to):  

 

- The Mountain Ash forests of the Central Highlands of Victoria, including a reas 

impacted by the 2009 Victorian bushfires  

- Australian Outback, Northern Territory/Alice Springs  

- Tasmania 

- North Coast of New Zealand  

- Western Australia 

 

 

 

 

Federation Square 
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12)  What would be a proposed site for a fieldweek?  

The Warra Long-Term Ecological Research Site in southwestern Tasmania. The Warra LTER 

is managed by Forestry Tasmania and includes a wide range of habitats, silvicultural 

systems trials, and forest types. Several of Tasmaniaõs endemic longðlived conifers t hat 

form annual growth rings are found at the Warra LTER, as are stands of Eucaltypus 

regnans, the tallest flowering plant species in the world.  

 

 

 

 

13)  What facilities are available at the fieldweek site?  

A wide variety of lodging is available in Hobart (1.5  hr drive from Warra LTER) at University 

of Tasmaniaõs University College facilities, at hotels in Hobart, and in hotels in Huonville 

and Geeveston (30 min drive to Warra LTER). 
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14)  Additional information  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Websites:  

Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre  www.mcec.com.au  

Monash Univeristy     www.monash.edu.au 

Forestry Tasmania     www.forestrytas.com.au  

Visit Victoria      www.visitvictoria.com.au   

Melbourne Convention + Visitors Bureau  www.mcvb.com.au   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banquet Hall �± MCEC Main Foyer �± MCEC 

External view of MCEC and Hilton 

Hotel  

Footbridge from MCEC over the Yarra 

River to the Central Business District .  


