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The Tree-Ring Bulletin will appear four times a year and will publish papers
which are the results of original research on tree rings in their relation to climatology,
* and to other subjects. No paper which has already appeared will be accepted.

Manuscripts should be typewritten in double spacing.” The Editor reserves the
privilege of returning to the author for revision approved manuscripts and illustra--
tions which are not in the proper form for the printer. :

In reporting tree-ring data authors are requested to submit their data in a table
such as appears on the back page of this number. This will cut the cost of publica-
tion very greatly. :

_Until funds are available authors will be requested to pay the cost of illustration
which may be line cuts or half-tores, but must be drawn or printed on white paper,
and mounted with paste, not glue.

Each author will be given, free of charge, twenty-flve copies of the Bulletin in
which his article appears. - Reprints may be procured at cost with or without covers
if ordered at the time the galley proof is submitied.

) Manuscripts and illustrations should be sent express prepaid or by registered mail
to the Managing Editor, Dr. Harold S. Colton, Museum of Northern Arizona, Flag-
staff, Arizona. i

EDITORIAL
A. E. DOUGLASS

The field of tree-ring study touches a number of sciences. Botany
is of the first importance. The annual rings at the dry borders of the .
southwestern forests give excellent rainfall records. This is a reaction
of the tree to its environment and as such is a contribution to ecology:
in this southwest area nature has produced a living laboratory and staged
a test such as the biologist cannot prepare in his own garden.

Climatology is closely related to our studies because the trees we
use give this rainfall record for more than a thousand years past and
thus supply us with fundamental data not elsewhere equalled in length
of time and accuracy of dated record. These long records have developed
the use of new and more efficient analytical methods in the study of
climatic cycles. These records of rain and drouth also meet certain needs
of the reclamation engineer and the soil erosion specialist.

Geology stands also in close relation hecause the interpretation of
modern rings in terms of climate enables us to read the meaning of fossil
rings in the study of past climates. . ~

Astronomy holds a close relation, for rainy and dry spells that influ-
ence the trees depend on atmospheric circulation whose motive force comes
from the sun. And the astronomer finds in tree-ring variations a reflec-
tion of solar changes over longer periods than described in human his-
tories. More than that, the study of geologic tree growth intimates a
certain stability in the sun over immense periods of time.

And archaeology is finding important developments along tree-ring
‘lines. The ancient rainfall conditions in this region long occupied by
primitive man were recorded in the trees with which he built floors and
roofs. In this way the student learns the exact time of construction of
great ruins, and he can see in the drouths depicted in his logs a. possible
explanation of their abandonment,

In the last five vears special development of tree-ring work has taken




